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Y1 Mr. RIVES continned the debate, in reply to Mr.

TWENTY-SEVENTH CONGRESS==3d Sexsion.

Monday, Junuary 23, 1843
SENATE. u
The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before ths Senate
the following communications, viz:
1. From the Treasury Department, giving the amount
| of customs for the first and fourth quarters of the past

year. =
9. From the State D=partment, two communicalions,

showing the nuumber of clerks employed, and their
compensation. ;

5. From the Nayy Department, with reference lo
ship timber growing upon the publiec domain.

THE BANKRUPT LAW. .

Mr. TALLMADGE presented two memorials, one
from Baltimore and the other from Cincinnati, remon-
strating sgninst the repeal of the Bunkrupt Law.

Mr. KERR presented a memorial from Baltimore
against the repeal, signed by shipping and commission
| merchants.

THE EXCHEQUER. :

Mr. BUCHANAN presented three memorials from
Philadelphia city and county,asking fur the establish-
ment of the Board of Exchequer.

Mr. CALHOUN and Mr. BAYARD each presented
a memorial upsn the same subject, from the same

quarter. L RPCon "
GOVERNMENT STOCK. 4
Mr. ARCIHER presented a memorial from Yirginia
askine for the creation of & Government stock of two
tundred mitiions of dollars for the relief of the States.
COMMERUCIAL LAWS,
| Mr. KING presented a memorial from Newbury-
1| port, Messachuectis, asking fura chenge in the pre-

{ mental to the interests of the commerce of the coun.
L}I;lr. CHOATE presented a memorial from Boston,
asking for the maintenanceof the constitutional rights
of the citizens, which was reflerred to the Committee on
the Judiciary.

A bill was reported from the Commitiee on Naval
Affairs, establishing hemp agencies in Kentucky and
Missouri.

AGRICULTURE.

Mr. SEVIER offered a resolution asking for the
establisment of & Select Committee on Agricnlture.

After a brief conversation between Messrs. SE-
VIER, EVANS, and KING, the resolutlion was re-
jected.

UETERSBURG RAILROAD.

The bili for the relief of the Petersbury Railroad
Cempany, preposing the importation of ruilroad iron
for the use of the company free of duty, was tuken up,
the question being on its passage.

Mr. LINN was opposed to the discussion of the sub.
ject at this time, and called for the consideration of the
 Oregon bill.

The motion was lnst—ayes 1%, noes 10.

Mr. ARCHER advoeated the passayge of the bill, 2nd
{replied o some remarks made on Friday last by Mr.
Buchanan.

Mr. BUCHANAN rejoined in opposition 1n the bill,
arguing timt its effect wonld be a donation of fiity thou-
j eand dollars to the railroad corporation, if twe thousand
tons of iron were to be used. The bill, in his cpinion,
was all wrong; whieh he earnestly endeavored toshow,
{ for the reason, that the company bad had ulready a re-
! lease of &33,000, and this w8 only a second release,
{and one which would prove but an entering wedge to
| innumernble bills of a similar charaster. He called for
| the yeas and pays, which were ordered.

Buchanan, und in favor of the bill; and he was followed
b
yMr. EVANS, upon the same side of the question,

Mr. PHELPS briefly rejoined ; when the question
was teken upon the passage of the bill, and it waa de-
cided in the affirmative—yeas 20, navs 10.

EXECUTIVE DOCUMENTS,

The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Senate

additional ducuments from the State Department, in
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answer to resolutions of the Senate; one upon the oc-
cupancy of the Territory of Oregen, and the other
transmitting unpublished correspondence iu relation to
the steamer Caroline.
OREGON,
The bill providing for the occupancy of the Territory
of Oregun, came up et a late hour,

its passage, and went into an examination of the histo—
rical progress made by the Hudson's Bay Conipany,

charter of the compeny and the treaty of 1518. The
| pussession of the Territory, according to the bill, was
' no juet canse of ofience to Great Britain,and it wasdue

the Territory.

M McROBERTS cited the debates in Parliement
upon the treaty of Nootka Sound.

And the Senate adjourned.

HOUSE OF REPRIESENTATIVES.

Mr. JOHUN €. EDWARDS presented the petition |
of James Thomas, Judith Mos=, pod Claiborne Thomas,
praying an appropriation of land serip to supply a
defieit of ten per cent., nilowed to revolutionary claim-

Mr. FILLMORE asked theindulgence of the House
to enable hum to make a personal explanation in refer-
to himself and the Committee of Ways and Means.

Nevertheless, there had
been brought to his notice an editorial article that was
published 1n the Union, a leading administration paper |
of the eity of New York, under date of Saurday, Janu-
ary 21, 1543, reflecting so grossiy on him and the Com-

He would send the paper to the Clerk’s
table, that it might be read for the information of the
House. Mr. F. then handed up the following article to |
the Clerk’s table; and it was read by the Clerk.

“The Ixpany oF Factios.—One of the most infa-
mous acts of faction, in the plenitude of its power,
ever perpetrated, took place at the Capitol of the U.
States the day before the Committee of Ways and
Means reported on the subject of the Exchequer Bill.

1t had been ascertained that a maiority of the more
liberal and discreet Whigs were in favor of the Exche-

hose of the supporters of the Admnistration, and the
support it would have obtained at the hands of the
more liberal Whigs. But Mr. Clay ordained that the
people sliould sufler; his slaves in Congress consum-
mated the act ; und let the infamy of the deed rest on
the shoulders of the unprincipled of the Whigs, and
him who, ns Mr. Randolph of Roanoke fitly qud elo-
quently eaid, sltempled to sustain himself and his hopes
by forming a coalition between the puritan and the
biackleg. !

“let the American people read and sce, to their vt
ter amazement, that a cinzus of unprineipled dema-
gogues ut Washingtlon, neting at the nod of Mr. Clay,
can and do blizht and desecrate the denrest and holiest
interests of the nation. Let them read and know these
things; und then, :f they be true to themselves, letthem
advance in solid columns to the rescue of an adminis-
tration that ia entitled to every man's confidence, res-
pect and approbation.'” 2

Mr. I°. desired, also, that an arlicle in the Madisonian
of this morning, on the same subject, might be read.

Mr. WISE wished to know whether this wasa pri-
vileged question, anidl whether it had preference over
the business of the House.

The SPEAKER said that the gentleman from New
Yotk [Mr. Fillmore] asked leave to make n personcl
explanation ; end pernnssion was granted Lim by the
aeneral eonsent of the House. )
© Me. WISE said he only wished to know whether this
wns & privileged question.  He certuinly should not
obj=et ta extending tothe gentleman the nsnal couriesy
of the Honee.

e article from the Madisonian was then read as
fullows:

“New York, Jan. 1t 1543,

“One of the most disgracelul ncts that ever distin-
cuished a faction, cccurred at Washinglon a few cays
priar to the uttering of the report of the Committre ol
Wavs aud Means, in reference to the Lxehequer bill.

«t is a somewhat roundabout way, tn be sure, lo gel
facis befure the publie, that transpire at Washington, to
send this from New York to the American metrepolis;
but, as there ure chstacles hers in the woy of free com.
piunication, aund nethe fact 1 wigh to get to the world is
important, | send itto you—und here | stale it.

“The night before 1he committee of Ways and Means
was to report onthe Exchequer bili; a*fcanens” of the
W Ligs wes held, and the subject was taken up for con.
sideration.

“After consultation and debate had been had, it'was
found that there was a strong and a deterniiacd dizpo
sition, on the part of the Whigs, to report fuvorably,
and to vote in favor of the bidl.  Indeed, there waa
majozity of the cancusin favor of such an issue. In
the midst of this state of fieling, it was urged by un.
principled leaders that, if the bill fuund a favorable re.
port, and should, by sny chance, be adopted, it would
al once insure the popularity of the Administration, and
facilitate the prosperity of the President. This, ofitsell
in ail probability, would have been enough to damn the
bill, and secure the defeatl of the Escleguer scheme;
but ntheraids were ealled in to consutzmate the unprin
cipled basences of the Whigs.

“To ccmplete the work of iniguity, a letler—writ.
ten, as it is said, by Mr. Cluy—dated at Natchez, was
read, in which it was arged that Congress ought to

AT

TURDAY, JANUARY 23, I843.

NO. 83 —~VOLUME XXXIX.

Precident, 10 know what bie will was, in order thal
they mizht contrive their legislation ; or, in the lan-
gunge of their awn report, or of the gentleman from
Maesachusetts at the last session, that they might
confurm their action in compliance with the Executive
will, “l_: had now only lo say, on Lhis maller, that he
congratulated the gentlemen if they thought—and, whe-
ther his was false or true, he knew not—that if it was
truc, it would be disgracelul ; he congratulated himself
that they had awakened to troe sentinents; and thatifa
caucvs should dictate to the House what its legislation
shonld ba, it would be disreputable to that standing
commitice (of Ways and Means)—that it would be
disrepatable to jts chairman, (Mr. Fillmore,) and dis-
rr'[-lutn!:l_l: lo the party which thus conducicd the legis

lation of the country. Whether the gentleman or his
party hod been in past, or in the present instance, so
guilty, let the warld judge from the report which they
had ndflpled; in which it wag stated by themeelves that
they did, in an informal manner, send the emissary of
ncaucus on the subject of a fiscal agent, to sscertuin
Low they might comply with the Exrcutive wiil.

He did not wish to consume the time of the Iovse;
nclf”ih-.:ulll e have risen, but for the allusion to him-
seldy and Gve other gentlemen on that {loor; and he
yumT-I_ canclude now, by moving that the House resclve
itself iain a Committee of tie Whule on the state of
the Union, tor the purpase of taking up the Exchequer
Lill reporied by tie select committee at the last session
of Congrees; und in Cummittee of the Whole they
would have an epportunity to diseuss the whole sub.
Juets and alicr the cumunittee had reported to the House,
they would be abie (o determine who was fur netion,
and who was azainst oction on that subject. IHe, for
one, did not, an hie part, wish to take up the time of
the House, or to waste it by this negative nction. He
hoped the gentlemen would go to business like men,
tuke up the Exchequer bill, and, by their own action,
show the truth or fulsehood of Lhese statements in rela-
tien to their conduet.

Mr. FILLMORE rose 1o inquire if thers was nota
special order fur 1o day 7

Mr. BOTTS rose and said he wished to meke a re-
mark on 8 subject brought o the attention of the House
a few days ago, as on o privileged guestion. le ailn
ded Lo the vole taken in relation to the printing of 5,.
100 extra copies of the reports from the Committee on
Cummieres, on the gubject of the imprisonment of co.
lored seamen 1n Sauthern ports.  That vote wae passed
without much allention, or he certainly shousld have
opposed itat the time. [t was epough to way thal nei
ther report was read to the House; and he did not wish
Lo commit lnmsell on such o subject, or to give it his
sauction, until he had fully examined it; nor did he
wish that it ehould recvive congressional sanction by
an order for the printing of an additional number. if
it would have the tendency to allay excitement, he
would nat ubjuet; but as he did not counceive such
wouid be the result, e now pioved a reconsideration
j of the vote by wlich 5,000 extra copies of thuse reports
| were ordered.

Some irregular ennversation ensued; in the midst of
which, it wos understood that sonte gentleman oved
to lay the question of recuns'deration on the tuble.

Nr. WISE inquired what the question in thoso re—
ports was, befire e voted on this motion.  He wished

linger on Lill the 4th cf March, do nothing [or the
country, and thus, by fapplying the screws to the
whole commerce and business of the natinn, rouse i
to indignation toward the President, end thus aid the ]
towering ambitien of the Kentucky candidate fur the
Presidency.’

My sources of information are correct and suthen.
tic; and the facts here stated cannol be denivd by the
Whigs in Congrese.

“Nut for the acts of the Whig caucus, the Commit-
tee of Ways and Mcans would have reported the Ex.
chequer bill, on the basis of the schieme presented by
the Executive; it would have been taken up in the
liouse, and been adopted by the votes of the Demo
crats, aided by the liberal Whigs.

“These facts are of oo much consequence to the
prople of the United States to be kept back; and they
should be heralded Lo the world, thatthe eitizens of the
United States may know how itis that they are im
posed epon, and saddled with embarragsments of the
wost di=tressing nnd blasting nature.”

The House wanld perceive thst very grave and se-
rious cliorges were brought aguinst the Committee ot
Ways and Means on iheir reporting sgnviest the Ex
chequer. The first charge in the articie in the New
York Union, and reiterated in the Madisonian, was
this :

stmply 10 inquire whether it was pot a discossion whe-
ther a sovereizn Siate iad the pawer to prevent [ree
negroes from reterning to the Commonwealth. Un-
der e2n act ol the Legislature of Virginia, she prohi-
bited free negroes returning; and, vnder that law, some
rolored seumen, who hed entered her ports, had been
arrested; aud he wished to know if these reports, and
the bili accompanying one of them, were to prevent
Virginia from saying who should enter within her li-
mite?

Mr. KING rose to make soms remarks; hnt

The SPEAKER said a motion had been made to lay
the reconsideration on the table; and that was not a de
batable question,

Mr. WISE asked if the motion to lay on the table
ghould prevail, if it would not, in effect, sanctivn the
printing of the 5,000 extra copies?

Some copversation ensus d.

‘The yeas and nays were then called for, and ordercd;
and, being taken, resulted—year 55, nays 112,

S the motion to lay on the table was not carried.

_ Mr. WISE then rose and moved the previous ques-
tion.

Mr. KING eppealed to him to withdraw the motion.

Mr. WISE declined doing #0. He thooght gentle-
men had made up their minde rn the snhject.

Mr. STANLY inquired what would bz the effect of
sustaining Lhe nrevions question.

“]t had been ascertained that the majerity of the
more literal and discreet Whigs were in favor of the
Eschequer scheme recommended by thie Executive;
and it was further ascertained that it was very proba.|
Lile that the Committee of Waya and Means wouold re-
port in favor of the bill brooght forward by Mr. Cush |
ing. Tius fact having reached the ears of the leaders |
of the Clay faction, a eancus wes erdercd and holden, |
and went into operation the night before the report of
the Commitlee was made.”

In regard to the single fact there stated, he desired
to eay that the repoit of the Committee of Ways and
Means on this subject wos made on Monday morning: |
sa that, if the caucus was held on the night preceding
that reporl, it must have been lLield on Sunday even
ine. No cancus, however, was held, on that or any
other subject, to his knowledge; and no communication
came to his knowledge, from any snurce, showing that
a Whig caucus had becn held, directing that report to
be made.

Th- nextcharge was:

At the opening of the cancus, it was plain that a
majority of the Whigs present, weary of waging a
reckleras, unprofitable, and infamous oppesition to the
people’s will, hind determined to go forth like nen, and |
sustain the President and the Fxchequer. Atthiastage |
of the affair, the leaders tonk their stand, and com. |
menced a furious nttack on the President and the Ad.!
ministration, and denounced them both; and having got |
up much excitement, they avowed that, if any man, ns |
a Whig, gave the Jeael countenance to the plan of the |
President, he would Le a traitor to his party; and, as
such, he presented to hiscountry." [
He had only to say, in reference to that charge, lhntl‘
he had no knowledge of it, und had no beliel that any
thing like it ever took place; and hie challenged any one
to rize in his place, and say that he could prove it to be
true.

was further ascerlained that 1t was very probable that
the Comunttee of Ways and Means would report in |
favor of the bill bronght forward hy Mr. Cushing.— |
These fuots having reached the ears of the leaders of
the Clay faction, & caucus was ordered and holden, and
went into operation the night before the report of the
Coinmitiee was made. 3

“At the npeningof the caucus, it was plain that the
majority of the Whigs presenl, weary of wuging &

People's will, had determined to go forth like men,
and sustain the President and the Exchequer.
the leaders took their

both: and having got up much excitement, they avow-
ed that if eny man ag a Whig gave the least counte-
nance to the plan of the Presudent, he would be a
traitor to his party; and, as such, should be presented
to his country, =

sstill, nn{sy of the more discreet and Liberal Whigs
manifested a disposition to sustain the Exchequer, and
todo something to relicve the embarrassments of the
nation.

AL this stage of the game a lelter from Mr. Clay

In that most precious

leave the coun-
‘Let the people feel,” s2id the writer of
| thie letter adroitly; *let them suffer : and, casting lh‘e
responsibility of the act on the shoulders of the Presi-
dent, as they will, they will soon become outrageous,
and blight the vest hopes of his ascenduncy. But, if
you give them an exchiequer, it may relicve 1laem some-
| what: it may afford sowething of that pecuniary aid
|they seelr, and the W hizs will be divested of the capi

tul they work upon ' Such was the substance, if not
the very letter, of the epistle; and it was nat without
its effecet. A lone and animaicd debate ensucd ; and,
finally, the question was taken by yees and nays. It
was niot known what was the exact vote; butit is hnox_w‘:
that the minority was very stronf, and lh3t r.he‘ majo-
rity in favor of iastructing i rgurus the Commitlee _nl
W'aya and Mepans to report sgainst the exclhiequer did
not exceed four roles. A :

“A majority was obtained, after everything like argu-
ment, menace, and denuncialion had been t'lll:l:.lsled 3
and Mr. Clay’s white Charlies defeated tlie exclequer
bill in cancus, bound in chains one _o!' lhe‘moat import-
ant standinr committees of the natgonal Congress, and
deprived the nation of an opportunity of‘ even dm:-uus-
ing & bill, in the fate of which the happiness, the inte-
rests, and the fature splendor of the whole nation, are

involved.
‘ i d not been defeated by the
If the exchequer bill ha ::ed s iotrdiead 16

The next charge was, “that a letter from Mr. (‘-IayI
had been produced and read at the eavcus,” &e. [U.ere‘

To this he enuld only say that he kiew not what Mr.|

heard that Mr, Clay wrote any letter on the subject ;
and that no sach letter of Mr. Clay was ever presented
at any \Whig cavcus at which hie was present; nor gpo
ken of, nor alluded to. T'he only knowledge he had of
Mr. Clay's sentiments on the subject, waa that general
knowledge derived from observing his political course
of conduct.

Having denicd as he did, peremptorily and empha-
tieally, any knowledge of the subject, he had only to
say further, that all the etatements contained in the two
articles, to which he had ealled the altention of the
House, were, o far as he had any knnwledge of the
subject, nnequivocally false. If any members here
knew any facts or circumstances suslaining them, he
begged that they would bring them out. It was due to
the subject, and dne to the country, that they should
speak oul, il they had anything to say on the subject.
In justice to the Committee of Ways and Means, he
would say, thal they took vp the subject of the Exche-
quer, with n incere desire o recommend it, or some
similar meusure, to the Huuse; and, it was after the
mest mature and serious consideration, thut they came
to the conclusion, that they could only perform their
duty to the country, by recommending ils rejection —
He did not know that his duty to himself, or (o the
commiltee, required that he should say more. If there
were any members present, who had any knowledge of
the subject, he woanld say, that it was their duty to com
municate it 4o the world. Mr. F. was also understood
to ask, if any of “the guard" knew anything of Lhe
malter, that they wouald rise and disclose it.

Mr. WISE inquired, if the gentleman from New
York, by his last allusion—which he (Mr. WV.) thonght
wae, ot least, gratuilona—meant to impule to hip, or
any of Lhe other members of “lhe guard,” as the gen-
e tn was pleased to call them, any parl, or fut, inthe

ulilieetion in the Union.

Mr. FILLMORE said, he hiad not mranl to impute
to any one of thuse gentlemen either part, orlat, in g0
dishionorable a transaction.

M:. WISE eaid he knew no more about that publi-
cation than the gentleman frem New Yourk did: he
gaw it for the first time this morning in the Medisonian
—and he was astonished, or he mizht have been asto-
nighed, at the facts there detailed, whatever litile foun-
dation there might be at the present time for such
statements; yet, looking ot the past, he did know—
and the gentlemen themis=lves had confessed before the
country by the adoption of & report, which they adopled
by & majority, he belicved, of 100 to 30, at the last sea
gion of Congress, in which they set forth the fact‘ in
reference to &8 fizcal agent, that a caucus, and nothing
but a cavcus, by its machinery, did contrive the legisla:

caucus—if it had been permi )
Congress, where it legitimately brlnnged—:t_dw;ull'd
havo passed by the votes of the Democracy, sided by

The SPEAKER replied that it would bring the
House to & direct vale on the motion ta reconsider.

‘T'he call for the previous question was sustained—
ayves %, noes not counted.

" Mr. SLADE callad for the yeas and nays on ordering |
the main queéstion to be now put; and they were or—|

dered.

The main guestion was then ordered to be now put—
cens 125, nave G3.

Mr. WINTHROP asked for the yeas and nays on
the motien to reconsider: they were taken, and result-
ed, yeas 113, nays 83,

Ho the vol jch the printing of the reports was
ordered, wa red.

The guest ting the reports then coming up
for consideratioh,

Mr. FILLMORE observed that, os the vote just ta.
ken might he coneidered as a test of the sense of the
House, he would move to lay the motion to print on the
table.

Several members eapressing the desire that the sub-

| jeet might be passed over for the present without any

{formal moticn,

Mr. FILLMORE withdrew hia motien to lay the
pending queslinn on the table.

Mz WISE renewed the motion, and called for the
yeas and neys, which were ordered; and, on the ques-

tion being taken, it wae decided in the afiirmative—yeas |

104, nays 84. ] -

So the molion to print the reports was laid on the
table.

Mr. FILLMORE wished to know, now, what was
the order of the day.

The SPEAKER was understood to say, the special
order.

Sume conversation in relation thereto, and some ex- |
planationa were gone inlo, amidst much confusion.—
Ultimately, the Ilouse was brought to the question on
the motion to lay the reports upon the Exzchequer on

| Mr. F. read the paragraph on that snbject above quoted.] | the table,

Mr. FILLMORE called fer the yeas and nays, and

FC]uy's genliments were on the subject; that he nm'pr:u.py were ordered; and, being taken, resulted in yeas

74, nays 114,

&, the motion to lay on the table was negatived.

Mr. EVERETT then withdrew his motion toamend,
which was made on a previous day.

Mr. BIDLACK then obiained the floor, and com-
menced by referring to the statement that parson Mil-
ler had mude n mistake of one thousand years in his cal-
enlations as to the day of the final destruction of the
world. (He Mr. B) had found himselll in a similar
predicament. Beinganxions to obtain the floor, for the
purpose ofspeaking on the bill to repeal the bankruptlaw
and having culenlated ona certsin day when he ehould
spenk, he found that he was now not only mistaken ns
1o the time, but also ‘o tlie subject en which he would
have o deliver his spcech. In consequence, much of
ahatha had desired to sny was now lnst. He had de-
sired to epenk from the netes he had prepared on the
pvening that the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. Un.
derwood) spoke; but they were now out of his posses-
sion: and even if he had them ho donbted whether Lhey
would be epplicable to the question now before the
House. (Many voices, “What is the questivn?'’) He
was asked by many penilemen all around him what
was the questicn. As he understood it, the question
before the House was the resolution reported by the
Commitlee of Ways and Means, to whom was referred
so much of the President’'s meassage o8 related Lo the
callection, safekeeping, and disbursement of the public
money, declaring that the scheme of an Exchequer pro.
pa.md by the Execulive should not be adopted; together
with the counter resclution of the gentleman from New
tlampshire, (¥Mr. Atherton) which he w2a in fayor of
adapling.

He believed that the people of Lhis country desired
Congre=e Lo postpone their discussions about the Exe-
cutive officcrs of the Government, and do somelling
for the good of the country. Bluch had been said
about the “universal Whig parly'"—how it got inlo
power, how it died, and what physicians atlended it.—
This reminded him of the nursery tale, part of which
read, “Whao killed Cock Robin? Who saw him die?”

Laoghter] ¢1," says the gentleman from Accomac,
{(Mr. Wige,) vl saw him die.” [General laughter ]
No man knew more of the seeds of disease—how they
were sown, and by whom—than the gentleman from
Accomac. That gentleman was correct in assigning
the causee of its downfall. So far from the Whigs be-
ing right in charging their defeats vpon the present
Chiel Magisirate, he (Mr. B ) believed the gentleman
was entirely correct in scying that the Whig party
would have fallen per se, even if John Tyler had
never had any thing do with it. [Laughter.] The
mannerin whigh it was collected toguther insured its

tion of Congrese; that a ceccus =ent itz sgent to the

destruglion,

Here Mr. BARNARD rose, and called the gentle-
man (Mr. Bidlack) lo order.

The SPEAKER desired the gentleman from Naw
York to state Lis pointof order.

Mr. BARNARD made a statement not heard abave
the genersl nuise.

Mr. PICKENS. The gentleman from Pennsylvania
(Mr. Bidlack) is only stating the question. He iy, there-
{ore, clearly entilled to proceed.

Mr. BIDLACK. [am sure [ am right. Ifthe gen.
tleman calls me to order, [ will show him how it isthat
itis. [Laughter.]

Mr. BARNARD. My peoint of order is, that the
gentlemen s not discussing, or approaching to discuss,
the question before the House.

The SPEAKER said, he would remark to the House,
thut the bill to repeal the Bankrupt Law had certanly
given rise loa debate of a very general and irreievant
character, and not strictly in order. If the gentleman
from New York, (Mr. Barnard,) should insist on his
point of order—that is, on a strict observance of the
rules of the House—the gentleman from Pennsylvania,
(Mr. Bidlaek,) must take his seat,

Mr. BARNARD said he did insist npon it.

Mr. BIDLACK said, he would bow ta the decision of
the Chair. He did not mueh regret, that he was pre
veuled from procceding in Ulie strain in which he had
commenced, especially, as his remerks were applicable
ta a party now so dead—and the House will recolivet
the old edage—1hatl we should say as little ahout the
dead na poesible, except what wag good :—“ D¢ tor-
tuis nil nisi bomem.'—[Lavghiter.]—He would re-
mark, neyertheless, by way of apology—Many wem-
bers—*No need of any apology.” |—Really, the House
was diflicult to please.—[Laaughter J—1le knew not
whether be could make a speech of an hour without
saying anything on the subject. If the House had al-
lowed him tokay, what he wished in the first place, he
should have been done in ten minates. [o was then
going on o show that, in relation to the currency, the
people would not be satisfied with the adoption of a
mere resolution.—[Several—*“Yon are ovul of order
now."" ]—He was told he waw out of order, becruse he
said something that related to the subject | At home,
he was reputed a zood-natured man—not eo here. Jt
ecemed, that a man could got nething in that Ilonse,
excepl whut he hzd to fight for.  Perbeps it would be
found he could do better at that than ot epeaking.

It appeared to him that a nmjority of this House never
would be able to settle their secounts with the people,
if they contented themselves with merely adopting the
resolution, and then leavieg the subject Lo slumber.—
Whether what lad been asserted in an article in the
“Union,"" rend this morning by the gentemen from
New York, [Mr. Fillmore,]—that a Whiz caucus had
prevented the Committee of Wags and Means from
reporting the Exehequer bill—wes true or not, he had
no menns of knowing. Yet he feared a determination
had been come to, Lo do nothing: and there leave the
question. He believed that it wos in eccordance with
the wishes of a distingnishied individual—a candidate
for the Presidency—to leave the question epen until
aller the Uresidential election, ns wae allrged to have
heen his wish in regard to the Tariti’ [Many voices,
“Wito is be?]  That wan wigst be duil of eomprehen-
sian who did not know to whom healluded.

He was willing to let gentlemen enjoy all the ob.
tuseness of intellect that they claimed, and, therefore,
he would not ment.on the name of the individusl.—
What ke wished 1o eay was, that, though he was vp-
posed to the resolution as reported by the Commitice
of Ways and deans, he was not in favor of the ex.
chequer plan as recommended by the Executive. [He
was opposed toendorsing paper money any further than
was rendered necessary by exisling demands on the
Treasury, which might be supplied by the issue of |
treasury notes. The plans of the President, of the Se-
cretary of the Treasury, end of the gentleman from
Massacliusetts, [Mr Cushing,] were all recommended
by plausible reasoning. That of the gentleman from
Massachusetls was, he thought, the most acceptable.—
But either was, in Lis opinion, an entering wedge to o
paper money system which e conld never approve.—
But he did not d2sire to dizcues the exchequer. \Vhat
he had sought an opportunity to do was to show that it
was the duty of the majority to adopt eome plan, rnd
that they eculd not escape thet responsibility by en-
deayaring to throw it upon the President's veto of the
Bank bill; Tor Mr. Clay himsell had expreserd his wii-
lingness to dizpense with the ugeney of the Bank of the
U. 8., ifany other expedient could be devised. It waos
this which had induced him to demur to the argument
of the gentlemen from Kentucky, [Mr. Underwond,]
who had endeavored to throw all the blame upon Jolin
Tyler's * constitational fact.” He referred to what
took place when the geutleman from Kentucky was
addressing the House, and when that gentlemen eaid:

“The wery fact that the present Execulive altended
the Harrisburg Convention, that it was declared in
every paper throvghout the U, S. that M. Clay was
his favorite for the Presidency, had convinced the peo.
ple that he would approve and sign enything that Mr.
Clay favored.

“Mr. BIDLACK (Mr. U. yielding the floer) inquired
if Mr. Clay himself had not, on various oceasions, and
particulurly in his speech at Hanover, disclaimed that
he was in laver of o National Bank? [Several vaices,
“No."'] If he had not said that it was & question which
was tn be pustponed and submitted to the decision of
the people ?

uMr. UNDERWOOD said he had never heard any
disclaimer imputed to Mr. Clay before, since the can-
vass of 1340 commenced; if there was any thing in
any speech he (Mr. Clay) had ever made, disclaiming
the policy of a National Bank, he was ignorant of it.
He requested the gentleman tn produce ir."

He (Mr. B.) pledged himselfl to produce it. He had
done so heretofure in lis epeech on the Bank bill at the
extra session, in which hie produced evidence that Mr.
Clay was willing that other expedients should be tried
hefore a National Bank was resorted to.  Subsequently,
he had endeavored to get the floor to redeem his pledge;
and, s he had been prevented by the course taken, he
now claimed the right, on this oceasion, to do what he
had been called vpon to do.

All that he professed lo be wasan hamble member
of the Demacratic party. He was not sulliciently con
nected with the President to enable him to defend him;

but his doctrine was, “let justice be done, though the
lleavens fall.”” He did think that the gentleman from
Kentucky argued unfairly in contending that John Ty-
ler was guilty of treachery in vetoing o Bank, becanse
he (Mr. Tyler) was once iz favor of 8lr. Clay ns I're-
sident. The argument of the gentleman was this :—
Mr. Clay is in fuvor of n Bank; John Tyler weain
favor of Mr. Clay; therefore, Juhn Tyler was bound
tosign a Bank bill! He tock occasion to say that this
wes not a correet eanclugion, aud that Mr. Clay, in his
speech at Taylorsvile, had said that other expudivcnts
might be resorted to. Jr. Clay expressed himseli
willing to leave the matter to the arbitrament of enlight-
ened publie opinion. Therefore, he contended that it
would not have been inconsistent in Mr. Clay, had he
been elected President, lo have resorted to all other
cxpedients before he took a Bank of the U. S.

In order not to do injuatice to Mr. Clay, he would
nsk the at ention of the Houvse to the exset language
of that distinguished individaal, in his published re-
marks., It is:

#That the currency of the counlry, ita stability and
uniform value, and, as intimelely and indissclubly con-
nected with it, the insurance of the faithful perform.
ance of the fiscal seryices necessary to the Government
should be muintnined sand secured by exercising all the
powers requisile lo these objects, wilth which Congress
is constitutionelly igpscated. These are the greal ends
to be aimed at—the meansare of subordinate impor
tence. Whether these ends, indispenseble to the well-
ieing, both of the peeple aud the Government, are to
be attained by sound and safe Btate banks carefully
selectad and properly distributed, or by a new Bank of
the United States, with such limitstions, conditions,
and restriclions am have been indicated by experience,
should Le left to the arbitrament of enlightened public
opinion.”

He would lake nccasion to say that Mr. Clay'scourse,
in his Hanover speech, was not in accordance with his
general boldness end npenness of character. In that
speech he but parsued a portion of the Whig poliey in
1840, which was “all things to ell men”" Therefore,
Mr. Clay told the pecple of Virginin, with whoo he
thouglita Bank to be unpopular, that he was willing
to try other expedients. It was the same pulicy which
induczed the venerable Harrison 1o be represented ci
the North as an Anti-masen, and at the South ay the
peeniiar friend of the slaveholders. It was the same
policy which the Whigs pursued when they deciared
in fuvor of a Tarif in the North, and egainst it ini the
South. Ifthe Deinocralic candidate wasany the better
for any particular quality, or for holding any particular
principie, the Whigs was sure to have it—just as it was
with the man who wished tosell his herse, when one of
the bystanders inyuired if e was not spavined? “Spa.
vined ! spavined !" said he; I don't know exactly what
that 1s; but if the horseis any the better for being spa-
vined, he is spavined," [Laughter ]

Mr. B. referred to the course laken by the leading
Whig paper of Virginia on this question in 1211, im.
mediately preceding ihe inauguration of Gen. Harrison,
end wheo the eleciion of a Senator from Virginia (Mr.
Archer) was peading tefore the Legislature. An arti.

cle in the Richmond Whig of March 2, 1941, conlains
the following words: :

“] propose Lo show, that, unless the Whig party are
prepared now to devole themselves Lo the aceomplisii~
ment of ohjects not only not avowed then, bul disa-
vowed—that unless they are willing to incur the sus—
picion that the ends to be attamed by the elevation of
General Harrison were not honesly and fully stated
to the people during the cinvass—they are not only
not required to elect a bank Senator, but that tiey are
forbidden to do sn by every consideration of justice
candor, and fair dealing.” '

This writer, after guing on to show that he, and the
other Whigs with whom ke had acted, have constantly
denied the isauz naw contended for, irquires:

“Did we natrefer lo General Harrison's oft repezted
declaration, that the Conelitution contained no grant
of power to creale a bank; and that he could not be
induced to sign & charter until there had been n fuir
trial, o determine whether the fiscal concerns of the
Government could be managed withoutone; and, more.-
over, uncggivocal evidence of the popular approbation
of the m®™8ure? How, then, can any one coniend that
nothing but a National Bank was luoked to by the
rriends of the President esa subetitute for the Sub-
Trensury, 23 the conscquence of the ejection of Mr. V.
Buren?

“General Harrison heving been electod with the open
avowal u_f constilutional epposition to & hank, exceplin
one contingency, and notl apprizing the people that he
considered that ccnringency a8 having occurred—the
fair inference is, that the people of the United Stotes are
opposeid to w bnnk."

The same writer further remarked.

‘Recollecting the course pursued in Virginia by hie
[riends, it ecems to me Lhat we are debarred from the
agitation of the Dank question. lsuny friend of Gen.
Harrison willing tosee a National Bank established,
at the hazard of eharging him with commitling a fraud
on the people’? How could he escape it,if the election
of a Bank Serator is claimed a8 an et of justice to
him? Would it not be an acknowledgment of the
charge preferred by his enemics, that he concealed his
opimions oo that subject? s there one man in Virgi-
nia, who took an getive part in the Iate contest, wlo
appealed to the people to discard Mr. Van Buren, that
a Bank might beestablished? Indeed, I might go fur-
ther, and inquire it the adoption of any cne of the
prominent measures which some indiscreet Whigs, in-
texicated with success, are demanding a called cession
to ennct, was urged as a reason for the dismissal of
Martin Van Buren.”

Afler referring to the letter of Gen. Harrison to Sher-
rod Williams, snd to some other circumstances, the
article went on to say :

“Under these circumstances, sofar from the Whigs
heing under any cbligation toelect a Bank Senator,
does not the President elect, stand pledged to the coun-
try to make tricl of some other system, before he can
adopt the National Bank? General Harrison, at pre-
senl, enjoys the reputation of being an honest man, in
the fullest sense of the term—of Leing a frank, open-
hearted soldier, a3 well as a prudent statesman—and |
believe he deserves it.  He sliould beware, then, how
he receives counsel, which would make hLim depart
Irom the strict letter of the vnderstanding with the
Awmverican people, on which he wag elected.”

After reading the nbove extracts, Me. B. asked, how
eould the gentleman fiom Kentucky, or the Whig party,
charge Mr. Tyler with treachery, for doing just what
Mr. Clay said he would do.

Again—Mr. Clay, iu his Hanover gpeech, after ex-
pressing his individual preference for a National Bank,
uged the following langnage :

“But it is the end—1lial of a vound and sufficient eur-
repey, end a faithlul exeention of the fiscal duties of
Government—that should engage the dispassionate and
candid consideration of the whole cummunity, There
18 nothing in the pame of ¢ Dank of the United States
which has any magical charm, or to which any one
need be wedded. Il isto eccure cerlain great chjects,
without which, sociely cannal prosper—and if, contrary
to my apprehensians, these obj-cts can be accomplished
by dspensing with the sgency of a Bank of the United
States, and employing that of State Banks, all ouglit to
rejoice, and heartily acquiesce—and none wonld more
than I eheuld "

Mr, Clay, in this paragraph, expressed his willingness
that oliter expedients should be adopted; and, ifitshould
he found that the cbjects e had in view—viz: a sound
and suificient enrreney, and a faithful execution of the
fiscal duties of the Government—could be sccomplished
by dispensing with a Bank of the United States, none
would rejoice more than he would.

e did not wish to be understond, in these remarke,
as enlisting against Bir. Ciay,and in favor of Mr. Ty-
ler; but, as e fair and a candid man, recollecting these
remarks of Mr. Clay at Hancver, he thought it no more
than fuir and just tocall the attenticn of the gentleman
from Kentucky [Mr. Underwond] to them, for the
purpese of showing him that he had no more right to
draw cenclusions derogatory to Mr. Tyler, then he had
to censure Mr. Clay fur the same thing. He knew
that it was in the power of the saphistry of the gentle-
man from Kentneky, s well a8 others of Mr. Clay's
friends, to explain away these things, and make them
mean anything or pothing; Lut he thought that it
would generally be helieved by the in‘elligent of tho
country, that Mr. Clay, when he made his llanover
speech, was willing to accommodate himself to the par-
ticular atmosphere by which he was surrounded. He
did not intend, when he rose, to occupy the allention
of the House thus long, The question on which he
wished o speak was not before the House, and lie was
unprepared with the notes of many things he wished to
refer to. Ile had, however, endeavored lo redeem the
pledge lie made some days ago tothe gentleman from
Kentucky, [Mr. Underwood,] and he trusted and be-
lieved that he had succeeded.

Mr. CUSHING said he did not know what it was
the purpose of the House to do in reference to the enb-
jeet before them—whether it wae their intention sum-
marily to defeat the exchequer bill, by adopting the re-
solution before them, or to suffer it Lo undergo a regu-
lar discussion and examination on its merite. He could
hardly believe that it could be the pleasure of the Ilouse
1o dismiss so important a measure in this summary
manner—lo condemun it firet, and try it efierwarde.—
fie could not believe that the House would decide
arainst it without sny discussion. I was said of Rha-
damanthos that he punished first, and tried afterwards
—'‘castigal audiique;” but thal was a mode of proce-
dure fit only for the regiona below, and not for the judg-
ments of that Honge.

Ile would, in the first place, move lv amend the resn.
lution by striking out the word “not,"” as that would he
Ure most appropriate way o bring the whole subjact up
ivr discussion; and then, ulter laying before the House
a number of wemorinls on the subject, which le had
no: yet had an opportunity of presonting, he would
move an adjournment, reserving his remarks for to-
morrow. Mr. C. then laid before the House & number
of memorials from the principal citics of the U, 8., all
praying for the passage of the exchequer bill ; afier
wh.ch, he moved that the House adjourn; which moticn
prevziling,

The House adjnurned.

Tuesday, Jun. 24, 1343,
IN SENATE.

The PRESIDENT pro tem. lnid before the Senate a
communication from the State Depurtment, transmitting
further information received at that department s to
the operations of the bankropt law; which, on motion
by Mr. ARCIER, was ordered to le referred lo the
Judiciary Comm:ttee, and be printed.

Mr. MERRICK, from the Committee on the Post
Office and Post Roads, to which had been referred sun-
dry memorials from all parts of the U. 8., and resolu-
tions adopled by the Legislatures of the States, in favcr
of restricting the franking privilege, and of reducin
the rates of postage, reported a bill to limit the use an
correct the sbuse of the franking privilege; and a biil
to reduce Lhe rates of postage; which were reed, and
ordered to a second reading.

| The bill concerning postages fixes the rate on all
singly letters carried a distance not exceeding thirty
miles, at five vents; for all distances exceeding 1I:irl:v
miles, len eents. Double, triple, and quadruple letlere,
in the same proportion.  On newepapers, not exceeding
in dimension 1,330 equare inches, one cent poslege; on
prpers excecding that dimension, one cent additional
for every five square inches sbove the 1,250 equare
inehes ] .

OREGON TERRITORY.

_ The biil for the ceeupation sud setilement of the Ter.
ritory of Oregon: came up on its passege, e the unfin-
ished business of yesterday.

Mr. WOODBURY, who was entitled to the fiaor,
addreseed the Senate at coneiderable length in support
of the bill.

He considercd the Oregon Territory as incontestably
ours,as any olher of our posscssions. There was no
niere reascn against ouroccupying it, than there conid
bave been azainstonrexercising juriediction over lowa
or Wisconsin when we pleced them nnder our territo-
rial government. There conld be only one or two okjer-
lions te our exercising the same ownership—ene of
which was, that we entertaio some docbt of our title;
and Lhe other, that it msy Le inexpedient to exercise our

undoubted ri‘ht.



